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PM ABU DHABI 

TO PRIORITY FCO '-— - 

TELNO 245 

OP 240315Z DECEMBER 35 

INPO ROUTINE GULP POSTS, TEHRAN, EAGHDAD, 

INFO ROUTINE STOPKHOLM, WASHINGTON. 

UAE/IRAN 

1. I UNDERSTAND PROM THE HEAD OF THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT 
IN THE MFA THAT THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
WILL BE VISITING TEHRAN ON 28 DECEMBER. HAVING IN MIND PARA 3 
OF RIYADH TELNO 352, I ASKED YA'QUB AL KINDI WHETHER THE VISIT 
WAS ON 3EHALF OF THE GCC AND A SUBSTITUTE FOR A VISIT BY 
ABDULLA BIN ALAwl. HE SAID THAT THIS WAS NOT THE CASE: THE 
VISIT WAS TO BE SEEN IN A BILATERAL CONTEXT.. 
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IRANIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE UAE 

1. Although Mostafa Fumeini Al-Haeri has been accredited to the 
UAE since May 1984 and we have several times exchanged a few 
words on official occasions, it was not until 21 December that 

he paid- his first call on me. He apologised for the lateness 
of the visit, pointing out fairly enough that there were an 
awful lot of people to call on in the UAE and that even among 
the Rulers he had still not visited the Ruler of Fujairah. 

2. Mostafa Al-Haeri does not speak English or Arabic and we 

conducted our conversation through his Farsi-Arabic interpreter. 
In answer to questions he said that he came from Tehran; that 
(as we knew) he was not a career diplomat but had previously 
been a "r ’ '’ " ’ ” ’ ’ d spent twelve years 



beginning of his 


studying 


religious studies. 

3. The first time I asked the ambassador whether, as I 
imagined, he had received a warm welcome in the UAE he did not 
answer but immediately asked what I thought of the UAE's 
establishing diplomatic relations with the USSR. I replied 
that a governmental answer would be that the UAE decision was 
one for the sovereign UAE to take. I myself, however, I added, 
was a hawk where the USSR was concerned, and made no bones 
about telling my UAE friends that if I was a country without 

a Soviet embassy I would not invite one in: we knew from 
experience in London that over one third of the members of a 
Soviet embassy would hardly have the interests of the UAE at 
heart. The ambassador nodded approvingly but immediately 
asked whether I agreed that the Americans were equally a threat. 

I replied no: the Americans were our most important ally, and 
although we did not agree with all their methods, eg over the 
right way to achieve a Middle East peace, we believed that 
their intentions were good. 

4. The ambassador commented that the Iranian authorities 
believed that Communism and Western materialism were pieces 

cut from the same square of cloth. When I commented that surely 
he could not equate Soviet Communism with the Western attachment 
to individual freedom Al-Haeri said that he did not want to 
debate the matter in detail but that while philosophically the 
two ideologies might be different in practice it was materialism, 
not an attachment to liberty, that decided things in the West. 

5. On being asked a second time, the ambassador agreed (with 
however a somewhat furrowed brow) that he had ben well received 
in the UAE. He said that the GCC states as a whole had 


/recently 
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; recently modified their attitude to Iran in the right direction, 
and that the UAE attitude had been a good one even before that. 
Al-Haeri said that earlier on rumours had been spread to the 
effect that Iran had ambitions to invade the Gulf states: 
unfortunately certain cartels and others, including the BBC, 
had joined in spreading those rumours. Now the Gulf states 
understood that Iran had no designs on them. I said I was 
glad to hear him say this. Perhaps my misunderstanding could 
have arisen from the fact that, as I understood it, the 
Iranian constitution itself referred to the desirability of 
spreading the Revolution. At all events.I had been struck by 
the evident realisation of the UAE authorities that this small 
country could not but seek good relations with its powerful 
neighbour to the north. We in the UK also recognised that 
Iran was a very important country, particularly where the peace 
and stability of this area were concerned. 

6. Al-Haeri commented that it was a pity that recently the 
UK had joined the unworthy proponents of a resolution 
criticising Iran on the grounds of violations of human rights. 

I said that I did not want to enter into the detail of UK-Iranian 
relations but things were being done in Iran that the British 
people and government could not approve of. Al-Haeri responded 
that the British Government ought to have taken into account the 
record and motivations of those who had put forward the 
resolution. Moreover Iran’s record was clean: if it was not 
it would have been impossible for two million people, young and 
old, to volunteer over a short space of time to go to the front 
at a time when the war had already been going on for five years. 
There was an identity of view between the Iranian people and 
the regime. I said we recognised that the regime enjoyed 
popular support. 

7. The ambassador, who has blue eyes, smiled a lot during our 
talk and seemed quite friendly, but he spoke rather as if 
regurgitating a lot of Guidance telegrams from Tehran. 
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FM ABU DHABI 150619Z DEC 85 ^ 

TO ROUTINE MODUK 

TELEGRAM NUMBER 150619Z DEC 85 

INFO FCO 

FROM DA 

SUBJECT IS SALE OF ARMS AND EQUIPMENT TO IRAN. 

1. DURING A DISCUSSION WITH DIRECTOR INTELLIGENCE HE STATED THAT 
HE COULD NOT SEE AN END TO THE WAR UNLESS SALES OF ARMS 

AND SPARES TO IRAN WERE STOPPED. 

2. I REPLIED JN ACCORDANCE WITH PREVIOUS GUIDANCE TELEGRAMS 
AS REGARDS UK POLICY. HOWEVER HE REQUESTED DETAILS OF THE 

YARROW LANDING SHIPS. JANES 84-85 T-S HELPFUL BUT JDW SEP 84 
INDICATES THAT LAVAN AND TONB WERE BEJNG CONVERTED -INTO HOPSITAL 
SHIPS. ALTHOUGH THE LATEST GUIDANCE WE HAVE ( EG FCO TELNO 584 
TO WASHINGTON OF 2 APRIL) CONTAINS NO MENTION OF THIS, IT IS 
OBVIOUSLY A STRONG POINT IF TRUE, AND 'I SHOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR 
CONFIRMATION. 
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TELNC 013 

OF 1003A52 DECEMBER 85 

INFO ROUTINE FCO , KUWAIT, TEHRAN. 

TEHRAN TELtJO DISTRESS 60 (HOW BEING REPEATED TO YOU) 

AND TELECON HOGGER/GANNON: 

SHIPPING IN THE GULF: MV I BN AL BE I TAR. 

1. ABU DHABI OFFICE OF UASC SAY THE VESSEL'S FIRST PORT OF CALL 
AFTER SHE LEAVES IRAN WILL BE DUBAI, WHERE SHE HAS CARGO TO 

OFFLOAD. WE HAVE ASKED THEM TO ENSURE THAT THE IP DuEAl OFFICE 
HELP you OVER EARLY ACCESS TO BRITISH OFFICERS ON ARRIVAL. 

2. UASC'S LATEST INFORMATION (wE BELIEVE FROM FCO SOURCES) 

IS That THE SHIP WILL LEAVE IRAN BETWEEN 11 AND 13 DECEMBER. 
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TO ROUTINE FCO j ““ n 

TELNQ 220 ‘ I.j 

OF 26C620Z NOVEMBER 85 

INFO ROUTINE GULF POSTS, BAGHDAD, BIS TEHRA . 

YOUR TELNO 347 TO MUSCAT (PARA 2) : IRAN/IRAQ 

1. IT SEEMS WORTH REPORTING IN THE LIGHT OF LATER PAPERS THAT 
ON 15 NOVEMBER THE HEAL OF THE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT IN THE 

UAE ' FA TOLL ME IT WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT YUSUF BIN ALA'.’I 
HAD INTENDED TO VISIT TEHRAN VERY SOON AFTER THE GCC SUMMIT, 

AND BEFORE BAGHDAD, BUT THAT THE IRANIANS HAD SAID THE TIMING 
MAS NOT CONVENIENT: YA'QUE AL KINDI SPECULATED THAT THIS MIGHT 
BE BECAUSE THE IRANIANS V/ANTEE FIRST TO SEE THE OUTCOME OF A 
VISIT BY FOREIGN MINISTER VELAYATI TO RIYADH. 

2. YA'QUB MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE UAE MAS VERY PLEASED AT THE 
SOFTENING OF THE LANGUAGE TOWARDS IRAN IN THE GCC SUMMIT 
COM. v UN IQUE. 


H E WALKER 
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FM ABU DHABI 
TO ROUTINE FCO 
TEL NO 219 

OF 280409Z NOVEMBER 85 

INFO ROUTINE DUBAI, BIS TEHRAN, MODUK 


MY TELNO 216s IRANIAN AIRCRAFT HIJACKED TO DUBAI 


1. PRESUMABLY YOU WILL HAVE SEEN AGENCY REPORTS, CARRIED IN 
YESTERDAY'S PRESS HERE, TO THE EFFECT THAT THE AIRCRAFT IN 

QUESTION HAD RETURNED TO IRAN ON THE EVENING OF 26 NOVEMBER WITH 
ALL THOSE WHO HAD ARRIVED IN IT ON OBOARD, ALL OF THEM, INCLUDING 
THE HIJACKERS , HAVING EXPRESSED THE WISH TO RETURN. 

2. THE PRESS CITED IRNA FOR A REPORT THAT IRANIAN DEPUTY FOREIGN 
MINISTER MOHAMMED BESHARTI HAD SENT A MESSAGE TO SHAIKH 

MOHAMMED BIN RASHID THANKING HIM FOR ENDING THE HIJACKING PEACEFULLY. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
FM DUEAI 
TO PRIORITY FCO 
TELNO 124 



OF 27C9C5Z NOVEMBER 65 

AND TO PRIORITY ABU DHABI, BIS TEHRAN AND MODUK 


ABU DHABI TELNO 216 : IRANIAN AIRCRAFT HI-JACK TO DUBAI 

1. WE HAVE LEARNED FROM A GOOD SOURCE IN THE POLICE HERE THAT 
THE HIJACKING WAS CARRIED OUT BY TWO DISGRUNTLED SOLDIERS FROM 
ABU MUSA. SHARJAH, DUBAI AND MINHAD (MILITARY AIRPORT) RUNWAYS 
HAVING BEEN CLOSED TO THEM, THE PLANE LANDED ON THE MINHAD TAXIWAY. 

2. AFTER SOME DISCUSSION, AND AFTER THEY HAD RECEIVED ASSURANCES 
FROM THE IRANIAN AUTHORITIES OF PROPER TREATMENT, THEY AGREED TO 
RETURN TO IRAN. THE AIRCRAFT LEFT FOR IRAN YESTERDAY. THE IRANIAN 
ARMY HAS SENT EFFUSIVE MESSAGES OF THANKS TO CMC. 
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IRAN/IRAQ WAR: MAHDI TAJIR'S VIEWS 


1. At the end of our conversation about other matters 

on 19 November Mahdi spoke about his anxieties over the Iran/ 
Iraq War. In his view the most serious danger was that a 
collapse of the oil price to $15 a barrel, which he regarded 
as probable, would give Iraq such grave problems (over which 
Saudi Arabia would be unable to help them) that they would 
fall for the temptation of invading Kuwait in order to secure 
their oil revenues. An alternative scenario was that Iran would 
make a pre-emptive strike at Kuwait to prevent any chance of 
an Iraqi take-over. 


2. * I asked him why he thought that the Iraqis had not 

continued to press home attacks on Kharg Island. He said it 
was simply too expensive and they could not afford the risks 
of losses of aircraft. 
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FM ABU DHABI 260516Z NOV 85 
TO PRIORITY FCO 

TELEGRAM NUMBER 216 OF 260516Z NOV 85 
RPTD PRIORITY TO MODUK, BIS TEHRAN AND DUBAI 



IRANIAN AIRCRAFT HIJACKED TO DUBAI 

1. REGIONAL NEWS AGENCIES YESTERDAY EVENING ( BUT NOT THE EEC 
WORLD SERVICE THIS MORNING) REPORTED THAT AN IRANIAN US-BUILT 
"COMMODORE 500 S" AIRCRAFT, HIJACKED ON AN INTERNAL FLIGHT, 

MADE AN EMERGENCY LANDING AT A MILITARY AIRPORT IN DUBAI YESTERDAY 
AFTERNOON AFTER BEING REFUSED PERMISSION TO LAND AT DUBAI AND 
SHARJAH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS. ACCORDING TO THE NEWS AGENCIES 
THE AIRCRAFT WAS IMMEDIATELY SURROUNDED EY SECURITY POLICE IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH MILITARY UNITS. AFTER SEVERAL HOURS CF NEGOTIATION 
THE HIJACKERS GAVE THEMSELVES UP: IT EMERGED THAT THERE WERE TWO OF 
THEM, BOTH IRANIANS, AMONG A TOTAL CF FIVE PERSONS ON THE AIRCRAFT. 
ONE OF THE HIJACKERS WAS FOUND TO BE IN POSSESSION OF AN UZI 9MM 
MACHINEGUN. 


2. TODAY'S NEWSPAPERS REPORTED THAT INVESTIGATIONS WITH THE 
HIJACKERS WERE STILL GOING ON. 
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VVVVCONFIDENTIAL 
FM ABU DHABI 
TO PRIORITY FCO 
TELNO 191 

OF 280912Z OCTOBER 85 
AND TO PRIORITY FCO 

INFO ROUTINE GULF POSTS, TEHRAN, BAGHDAD, PARIS, WASHINGTON. 
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MODUK FOR DI ROW. 
FCO FOR MED. 


FROM DA. 


INTERVENTION BY FRENCH WARSHIP WHEN FRENCH MERSHIP VILLE 
D’ANVERS (VDA) WAS CHALLENGED BY J RAN I AN SAAM. 

MUSCAT'S U2G 221015Z OCT REFERS. 

1. MY FRENCH COLLEAGUE TELLS ME THAT IT IS NOT NORMAL FOR 
FRENCH WARSHIPS TO ESCORT THEIR (FEW) MERSHIPS IN THE GULF. 

HOWEVER ON THIS OCCASION FNS AMIRAL CHARNER (CHA) DID SO. 

CHA WAS 4NM AHEAD OF VDA WHEN THE IRANIAN SAAM CHALLENGED. 

MERSHIP REFUSED TO ANSWER SAAM AND CHA ONLY INTERVENED WHEN SAAM 
THREATENED TO FIRE. SAAM’S WEAPONS WERE TRAINED ON BOTH CHA AND 
VDA. FNS PROTET WAS MOVED UP RAPIDLY TO 20 NM AWAY IN SUPPORT. 
SAAM WAS 1000 METRES TO PORT OF VIA, CHA'S WEAPONS WERE TRAINED 
ON SAAM. 

2. CHA WOULD HAVE MATCHED EVERY AGGRESSIVE ACT OF SAAM. 

3. VDA'S COMPANY DIRECTED HER, IN THE INTERESTS OF REDUCING 
TENSION, TO UNLOAD AT JEBEL ALI RATHER THAN KUWAIT. THIS WAS 

DONE, THE SAAM DEPARTED AND CHA WAITED AND ESCORTED VDA BACK OUT 
OF THE GULF. 


4. DESPITE PARIS TELNO 919 TO FCO MY COLLEAGUE WAS NOT AWARE OF 
ANY ORDER THAT FRENCH MERSHIPS WERE TO BE ESCORTED IN FUTURE. 
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CONFIDENTIAL -- - 

FM ABU DHABI 
TO TELELETTER FCO 
TELELETTER FILE REF 020/5 

&1r 210415 Z OCTOBER 85 AND TO TELELETTER GULF POSTS, BAGHDAD, TEHRAN 

FROM: H B WALKER ABUj-^HAB I 

FOLLOWING FORs S P DAY ESG, FCO 

COPIED TO: CHANCERIES GULF POSTS , BAGHDAD, BIS TEHRAN. 

IRAN/UAE 

1. IN ADDITION TO SEEING THE UAE MINISTER OF DEFENCE ON 
(fp 12 OCTOBER (DUBAI TELNO 12 OF 16 OCTOBER TO ABU DHAEI) 

THE IRANIAN DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTEP SAW SHAIKH ZAID ON 

5 OCTOBER AND THE RULER OF SHARJAH ON 6 OCTOBER. WHEN I 
SAW THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS YESTERDAY 
(MY TELNO 185 OF 20 OCTOBER TO FCO) I TRIED TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT THE LINES ALI MOHAMDED BISHARTI HAD FOLLOWED 
HERE. 

2. ALL I COULD DISCOVER FOR SURE HOWEVER WAS THAT ONE OF 
THE THEMES BISHARTI HAD PURSUED HAD BEEN THAT IF IRAN 

BECAME UNAELE TO EXPORT ITS OIL FROM THE GULF THEN IT WOULD 
ENSURE THAT NOBODY ELSE COULD GET HIS OIL OUT. 


SIGNED 


H B WALKER 
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FM DUBAI 160720Z OCjT 
TO PRIORITY ABU DHABI 
TELNO 12 OF 16 OCTOBER 85 

INFO ROUTINE FCO, TEHRAN, BAGHDAD, OTHER GULF POSTS AND MODUK 


IRAN/IRAQ 

1. SHAIKH MOHAMMED BIN RASHID GAVE ME AN ACCOUNT ON 15 OCTOBER 
OF HIS DISCUSSION WITH THE IRANIAN DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER. HE 
HAD LEARNED FROM BAHRAIN OF THE VEILED THREATS THAT ALI MOHAMMAD 
BISHARTI HAD MADE DURING HIS. CALLS THERE (BAHRAIN TELNO 163, NOT 

TO MODUK). THERE HAD BEEN NO HINT OF THIS DURING HIS OWN DISCUSSION 
WITH HIM. ALI MOHAMMAD BISHARTI HAD LIMITED HIMSELF TO EMPHASISING 
THAT IRAN HAD NO INTENTION OF CLOSING THE STRAITS OF HORMUZ AMD 
WOULD NOT GO BEYOND PREVENTING CARGO REACHING IRAQ. 

2. SHAIKH MOHAMMED SAID THAT THERE HAD BEEN A REQUEST FROM THE 
AGCC COUNTRIES TO ALLOW ARMS FOR IRAQ TO BE UNLOADED AT FUJAIRAH 
AND TRANS-SHIPPED THROUGH THE UAE BUT THAT SHAIKH MOHAMMED HAD 
TURNED THIS DOWN. I AM NOT SURE HOWEVER WHETHER HE DID SO IN HIS 
CAPACITY AS A DUBAI SHAIKH REFUSING THE TRANSIT THROUGH DUBAI THAT 
WOULD BE NECESSARY OR AS MINISTER OF DEFENCE HAVING RECEIVED THE 
PROPOSAL ON A DEFENCE COOPERATION NET, BUT THE WAY HE SPOKE 
SUGGESTED THE LATTER. THERE IS NOW A SUBSTANTIAL TRAFFIC OF CARGO 
THROUGH FUJAIRAH AND DUBAI AND ON TO IRAQ. 

3. SHAIKH MOHAMMED SAID HE KNEW NOTHING OF THE STORY REPORTED IN 
AL ITT I HAD (YOUR TELNO 176, NOT TO ALL) THAT THE DUBAI MERCHANTS 
WERE COMPLAINING OF DHOWS BEING TAKEN IN TO BANDAR ABBAS FOR 
INSPECTION. HE HAD HEARD NO SUCH COMPLAINTS HERE. 
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IRAN/IRAQ: A SNIPPET FROM THE UAE 

1. The French Ambassador called on Shaikh Muhammad bin 
Rashid al Maktoum of Dubai, Minister of Defence, on 

21 September. Monsieur Crettien told me on 24 September 
that after talking about France's support for Iraq 
Shaikh Muhammad had urged that the French Government should 
press the Iraqis to moderate their attacks on Iran for fear 
of what otherwise the consequences might be for the Gulf as 
a whole. 

2 . Monsieur Crettien remarked that one heard more 
clearly in Dubai than Abu Dhabi the message that the UAE 
needed to keep on the right side of the Iranians. He is 
surely correct, though as I pointed out to him that message 
comes across pretty clearly here in Abu Dhabi too. 
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FM ABU DHAEI [_ ^ — C-fl - 1 ^ 

TO TELELETTER FCO 1 ^' 

TELELETTER FILE REF 050/2 
OF 170357Z SEPTEMBER B5 

AND TO TELELETTER DUBAI, KUWAIT, BAGHDAD, TEHRAN, UKMIS NEW YORK 
AND TO TELELETTER WASHINGTON 


FROM: 



FOLLOWING FOR: S P DAY ESQ / MEDJ FCO 
COPIED TO: CHANCERIES DUEAT; KUWAIT, 


WASH |NGTON 


UKMIS NEW YORK AMD BIS TEHRAN 


IRAN/IRAQ/UAE 

1. ON 15 SEPTEMBER I CALLED ON THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, MAINLY TO TRY TO GET A UAE EVALUATION OF 

THE CURRENT STATE OF THE IRAN/IRAQ WAR. I DID NOT SUCCEED IN 
GETTING ANYTHING IN THE WAY OF A STRUCTURED ACCOUNT, BUT I WAS 
STRUCK BY THE PESSIMISM INHERENT IN RASHID ABDULLA’S DISPARATE 
REMARKS. 

2. HE SAID THAT IRAN’S OIL EXPORTS HAD BEEN INTERRUPTED A LITTLE 
BY I RAC’S RAIDS ON KHARG, BUT ONLY A LITTLE. HE DID NOT SEE 

IRAN’S RETALIATORY RAIDS ON SHIPPING AS ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE 
DESIRE OF A NEW NAVY COMMANDER TO SHOW HIMSELF A STRONG MAM. IT 
WAS RATHER THAT IRAN ITSELF WAS FEELING SELF-CONFIDENT , SINCE ITS 
ECONOMY WAS DOING WELL AND IT SEEMED ABLE TO GET THE MILITARY 
MATERIEL IT NEEDED, AND WAS IN A MOOD TO THROW ITS WEIGHT AROUND. 
IT WAS HOWEVER DIFFICULT FOR IRAN TO RETALIATE AGAINST IRAQI OIL 
INSTALLATIONS: A IN ZAL.AH WAS OF LITTLE IMPORTANCE, AND EVEN IF 
THE IRANIANS CUT THE PIPELINE TO TURKEY IT COULD QUICKLY BE 
REPAIRED. ACCORDINGLY HE WAS FAR FROM DISCOUNTING THE POSSIBILITY 
THAT IRANIAN RETALIATION MIGHT TAKE THE FORM OF AN ATTACK ON SOME 
KUWAITI OIL INSTALLATION. 













3. RASHID ABDULLA SAID THAT IF IN RESPONSE TO AN ATTACK THE 
KUWAITIS APPEALED TO THE OTHER GULF COOPERATION COUNCIL STAT 

. FOR HELP, AS THEY HAD SAID THEY WOULD DO, THOSE STATES WOULD HAV 
NO OPTNON EUT TO RESPOND. THIS COULD BE DISASTROUS FOR THE UAE, 
AAND FOR THAT REASON THE UAE HAD BEEN URGING KUWAIT NOT TO DO 
ANYTHING TO GIVE OFFENCE TO THE IRANIANS. THE MINISTER DID NOT 
ANSWER WHEN I ASKED WHETHER THE UAE LIKEWISE URGED THE IRAQIS TO 
MODERATE THEIR ATTACKS ON IRAN. 

4. HE SAID THAT IF YOU REPROACHED THE IRANIANS FOR INTERFERING 
WITH SHIPPING THEY TENDED TO RESPOND THAT US-SPONSORED 

ISRAEL DID THAT SORT OF THING AND THAT THE US WAS BEHAVING IN 
A PIRATICAL WAY OVER NICARAGUA. 

5. THE MINISTER SAID THAT NOTHING WAS TO BE HOPED FOR FROM THE 
ISLAMIC OR ANY OTHER CONCILATION COMMITTEE. RATHER OBSCURELY 

#E BLAMED THE WEST FOR HAVING ALLOWED IRAN TO BECOME SO STRONG 
(APPARENTLY BY IMPROVING ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH IT AND NOT 
TAKING MORE VIGOROUS STEPS TO STOP SUPPLIES OF WESTERN ARMS FROM 
GETTING THROUGH) , AMD HiNTED THAT AT THE UNITED NATIONS AN 
ATTEMPT MIGHT BE MADE TO GET THE WEST TO TAKE A TOUGHER ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS IT. 

6. HE POOH-POOHED ANY IDEA THAT A RAPPROACHEMENT OF ANY SIG¬ 
NIFICANCE COULD TAKE PLACE BETWEEN IRAN AND THE USSR: THE 

IRANIAN REVOLUTION WAS TOO COMMITTED TO AN ISLAMIC ANTI-COMMUNIST 
STANCE. 


CCN PARA 5..RATHER OBSCURELY HE BLAMED ETC .. 
SIGNED_H B WALKER 
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1. Colonel Malik Sulaiman, Deputy Head of the Palace Office in 
Muscat, told me on 31 July that the UAE was currently in Iraq's 
bad books for two main reasons. The Iraqis believed that the UAE 
was giving covert financial assistance to Iran. They were also 
convinced that.Sharjah was being used as a transit point for the 
resupply of military equipment to Iran. Colonel Malik commented 
that when a Kuwaiti emissary (unnamed) had raised the latter point 
with the ri uler of Sharjah , Shaikh Sultan had commented that he 
could not afford to alienate Iran. He had gone on to claim that 
Dubai was more deeply involved than Sharjah in providing transit 
facilities for Irap. 

2. . Colonel Malik added that Taha fassin Ramadhan, the Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister, had complained to the Sultan during his visit to 
Oman earlier in the year about the UAE's two-faced attitude to Iraq. 

J G T Shipman 
4 August 1985 


cc Chancery Dubai 
Chancery Muscat 
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1. Colonel Malik Sulaiman, Deputy Head of the Palace Office in 
Muscat,'told me on 3' 1 July that the UAE was currently in Iraq's 
bad books for two main reasons. The Iraqis believed that the UAE 
was giving covert financial assistance to Iran. They were also 
convinced that.Sharjah was being used as a transit point for the 
resupply of military equipment to Iran. • Colonel Malik commented 
that when a Kuwaiti emissary (unnamed) had raised the latter point 
with the -^uler of Sharjah , Shaikh Sultan had commented that he 
could not afford to alienate Iran. He had gone on to claim that 
Dubai was more deeply involved than Sharjah in providing transit 
facilities for Iraq. 

2. . Colonel Malik added that Taha fassin Ramadhan, the Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister, had complained to the Sultan during his visit to 
Oman earlier in the year about the UAE's two-faced attitude to Iraq. 

- 

J G T Shipman 
4 August 1985 


cc Chancery Dubai 
Chancery Muscat 
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NORASIA REBECCA 

1. You have by now no doubt heard of the attack on the above 
vessel which took place on 29 May. We have received an 
expanded report on this and an earlier associated incident 

from the local representative of the Salvage Association which may 
be of interest. 

2. The Norasia Rebecca, a bulk carrier, was challenged on 

22 May by an Iranian warship. The Captain was ordered to steer 
into Iranian waters from International waters but refused to 
do so. Later that day the ship was boarded by ten armed men 
in civilian clothing from a boat which was in radio contact 
with the warship. The Captain was unable to identify the 
warship but the smaller boat was called the Teshon Goun. The 
armed party requested the Captain to open all containers on 
board destined for Kuwait. As the ship was en route from Muscat 
to Kuwait via Jebel Ali it would have been impossible to reach 
these at sea. After having explained this the ship was allowed 
to proceed to Jebel Ali. 

3. On 29 May whilst en route from Damman to Karachi it was 
attacked by two aircraft,little damage was done. It is thought 
that this may have been intended as a warning as the Iranians 
may have suspected the ship was carrying arms for Kuwait on its 
inward journey into the Gulf. 




4. You will also wish to know that between 15 and 26 May an 
Iranian warship was stationary in the Straits of Hormuz. From 
its position 26°N 56°E it was able to contact all shipping 
entering the Straits. It requested information from each ship 
concerning its destination, last port of call and the contents of 
v the cargo. 
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I RAN/IRAQ : INDIAN MEDIATION 

t 

1. MY LNDil AN COLLEAGUE TOLD ME TODAY THAT RAJ ID GANDHI WAS 
PROPOSING TO USE THE OCCASION OF THE NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE DUE 
TO TAKE PLACE ,I.N NEW DELHI ON 23 APRIL TO BRING ABOUT A MEETING 

between the Iranian and Iraqi foreign ministers, who would both 

BE PRESENT. HE SA.ID THAT THEY WOULD BE UNDER CONSIDERABLE 
PRESSURE FROM THE MEMBERS OF THE NON-ALIGNED ORGANISATION TO AGREE 
TO SOME DEGREE OF PROGRESS TOWARDS A SETTLEMENT. INDIA'S HOPE WAS 
TO SECURE A DE-FACTO CEASE FIRE WITHOUT PRE-CONDITIONS DURING WHICH 
FURTHER STEPS COULD BE TAKEN TOWARDS A COMPLETE SETTLEMENT. 


SIGNED.J C KAY 
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ADEL BISHTAWI: ABDULLAH NUWAIS, THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION 
AND THE IRAN/IRAQ WAR 

• 

1. Adel Bishtawi told me yesterday that he has resigned as 
Editor-in-Chief of the Emirates News Agency (WAM). He is 
required to serve out three months of notice and may stay on 
for a little while longer to cover the summer leave period 
but he is evidently determined to go. 

• f 

2. Adel has now worked for WAM for five years. For some 
time he has shown himself disillusioned and frustrated by 
the constraints on his position. What precipitated his 
decision, however, was a row he had some two weeks ago with 
Abdullah Nuwais, the Under-Secretary and effective controller 
of the Ministry of Information. Abdullah (who is a Shi'a, 
allegedly born on a boat somewhere between Bahrain and the 
UAE of an ethnically Arab family from the Iranian Giilf coast) 
apparently accused Adel of giving too much prominence in 
official WAM reports to the Iraqi version of events in the Gulf 
war. As a direct consequence of this, Abdullah instructed Adel 
to write up the visit to the UAE earlier this week of 
Mohammad Ali Arab, the Iranian MFA Under-Secretary, in terms 
suggesting that he was calling for UAE mediation in the Gull 
war. Adel, who had seen the letter which Mohammad Arab was 
carrying from President Khamenei for Shaikh Zaid, knew it said 
nothing of the sort: it merely requested UAE assistance in 
getting Iraq to cease its attacks on civilian targets. He 
accordingly tried to write a piece which both satisfied 
Abdullah Nuwais 1 wishes and yet did not show too blatant a 
disregard for the facts. In spite of this, Abdullah, who now 
of course wields complete editorial control over Al-Ittihad, 
decided to headline the story in that paper in such a way as to 
suggest quite clearly that wholesale mediation was involved. 
This, not unnaturally, infuriated the Iraqi Embassy who rang 
Adel to demand an explanation:' if mediation had been suggested, 
why were they not a party to it? The Iraqi Ambassador also 
angrily confronted-Rashid Abdullah, the Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs. Rashid's rather lame response was that the 
Ambassador should not believe what he read in the papers. 

f 

3 . Adel said that everyone in-authority (including-the 
pleasant but largely ineffectual Shaikh Ahmad bin Hamid, the 

Minister of Information) regarded Abdullah Nuwais as an 

/"a'jami" 
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"a'jami" (a Persian foreigner) and distrusted him, especially 
as he had deep Shi'a religious feelings. He was, however, an 
effective courtier and was listened to by Shaikh Zaid. His 
nickname is "ghassal al baida" (balls-washer; there is a 
precise English equivalent). Adel feels that his position, 
if the Iraqis were to decide to demand his removal, would be 
untenable. 


4. As an example of the news that did not get into print in 
the UAE, Adel said that some two weeks ago two Iranians had 
been picked up in Abu Dhabi with a car full of explosives. 
Their target was the Iraqi Ambassador' but their detention was 
a matter of the purest chance. They had been noticed asking 
people where the Iraqi Ambassador's Residence was: among those 
they questioned was one of Rashid Abdullah's drivers who had 
the sense both to point out the wrong house and then to alert 
the authorities. 

5 . Another story Adel related concerned the last visit of 
Tariq Aziz, the Iraqi Minister of Foreign Affairs, to Abu 
Dhabi. He and his delegation were shown into their suite at 
the Mushrif Palace. Five minutes later the Minister came to 
see Shaikh Surour. "We are Arab brothers", he said. "But this 
place is crawling with Iranians - cooks, tea boys and 
servants. Take us to a better place or in ten minutes we 
shoot every Persian here." 


6 . Adel claimed that every Gulf state was paying money not 
just to Iraq but to Iran as well. A figure he quoted for the 
UAE was Dh 15 billion. 

7. He said that the Iraqi Shi'a who worked at WAM had 
changed their allegiance in the past six months. Previously 
he had detected an undercurrent of sympathy for Iran; now they 
were increasingly supporting Iraq. This was symptomatic of a 
wider swipg in the UAE and the Gulf as a whole to open support 
of Iraq. It was perhaps an awareness of this that had led 
Abdullah Nuwais to try to redress the balance. He (Adel) 
knew the Iraqis were thugs, but at least they had a long term 
strategy. The Iraqi Ambassador had told.him that in spite of 
Egyptian help, the re-opening of diplomatic relations was a 
non-starter. Once the war 4 was over Iraq would also resume its 
traditional hostility towards King Hussein. This was nasty 
but clear. 

i ., r'\ '! j r | • .. r *, 

8 . Adel admitted that his departure from WAM might put the 
other Palestinian journalists there (about 12 out of 120) in a 
difficult position (in spite of Ibrahim al-Abed's presence). 

He was considering seriously taking yp an offer from Al-Ba^an 
newspaper of the job of managing editor. He had turned down a 
similar offer from Al-Ittihad out of hand. 





9. . As a final point it is worth remembering that, according 

to Adel (and I see no reason to disbelieve him), all his, 
telephones at WAM are bugged. 


20 March 1985 


J Jenkins 
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SHIPPING POLICY DIVISION - 
CHANCtRIES GULF POSTS, 
BAGHDAD, TEHRAN 


ATTACKS ON GULF SHIPPING 



\ i MAR 1985 


iiFER TO FCO TELEGRAM NUMBER 46 TO TtHRAN uF 20 - rvg^ ns 

FEBRUARY. 



2. WE HAVt ALRlADY HAD ONE ENQUIRY ( IN DUoAl) FROM AN ANXIOUo 
BRITISH SHIPPING COMPANY ( OCL) ASKING FOR ADVICt ON THE 
DEGREE OF RISK INVOLVED IN CONTINUING ITS LOCAL SHIPPING 
OPERATIONS: AND WE EXPECT To GET MORE SUCH tNQUlRItS. 


3. IT WOULD BE HtLPFUL TO KNOW IF THERE IS ANYTHING WE CAN 
SAY, BAStD ON OFFICIAL BRIEFING IN LONDON, In REPLY TO 

such enquiries, the latest general guidance we are aware of 

IS THAT CONTAINED IN FCO TELlGRAM NUMBER 1311 TO HONG KONG 
OF 17 JULY 1984. WE ARE OF COURSE ALREADY MAKING THE OBVIOUS 
POINT THAT FIRMS MUST MAKE THEIR OWN JUDGMENT AGAINST THE 
BACKGROUND OF THEIR COMMERCIAL INTERESTS AND ADVICE AVAILABLE 
TO THEM FROM COMMERCIAL SHIPPING CONTACTS, LLOYDS, ETC.. 

4. THE LOCAL PRESS ON 21 FEBRUARY REPORTED A CALL BY THE 
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, SHAIKH MOHAMMAD BIN RAShID, FOR AN 
twD TO ATTACKS ON INNOCENT SHIPPING IN THE GULF. THIS 

FOLLOWtD A CALL ON HIM bY THE JAPANESE AMBASSADOR. / 


/, 






Cart S 160 


RESTRICTED* 





HESTRICTED 


FM ABU OHAol 190725 1 FEB 65 • » \ 

TO PRIORITY FCO 

TELEGRAM NUMBER 33 OF 19 FEE 65 

RPTD FOR INFO TO GULF POSTS, BAGHDAD, TEHRAN AND MODUR (FOR DI4C) 
IRANIAN ATTACKS GN GULF SHIPPING 

1. THE GRAY MACKENZIE OFFICE IN Abu DHA3.I HAVE RECEIVED A TELEX 
FROM THEJAPANESE OWNERS OF A STORAGE TANKER OPERATING AT 

ThE ABU AL 3UKH00SH OFFSHORE OILFIELD (Ap ROXlMATELY 25 30 N 

53 10 E) REPORTING AN ATTACK BY IRANIAN AIRCRAFT ON A QUOTE KUWAITI, 

flag container vessel unquote and a quote Korean flag vlcc unquote 

AT ABOUT 1235Z ON 18 FEBRUARY SOME NINE MILES AWAY FROM THEIR 
SHIP. THE COMPANY WERE ASKING BOTH GRAY MACKENZIE AND THE CONTRACT¬ 
ING OIL COMPANY (TOTAL) TO APRGACH THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES ABOUT 
ENSURING THE SAFETY OF THE JAPANESE PERSONNEL ON BOARD THEIR SHIP. 

2. THE COMPANY SAY THAT THE JAPANESE SEAMEN'S UNION HAVE 
EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT THEIR MEMBERS SERVING IN THESE A^cAS. 

THE KUWAITI VESSEL ATTACKED IS APPARENTLY ALSO MANNED BY A JAPANESE 
CREW: THEY SAY ThE VESSEL WAS QUOTE RESCUED UNQUOTE BUT THAT OME 
CREW MEMBERS 16 ST-ILL MUSSING. 

3. THE LOCAL PRESS HAS REPORTED TriE ATTACK ON ThE KUWAITI SHIP 
(THE AL MANAKH BELONGING TO THE UNITED ARAB SHIPPING COMPANY) 

BUT NOT THAT ON THE KOREAN VESSEL, ABOUT WH.ICH Wc HAVE NO FURTHER 
INFORMATION. 


COMMENT 


.4, THIS ATTACK IS BY SOME WAY THE CLOSEST TO THE UAE THAT HAS 
TAKEN PLACE SO FAR, THOUGH liT SEEMS THAT t.T HAPPENED JUST 
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE MEDIAN LINE FROM UAE WATERS. 
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A S COLLINS (MED) 


15 FEBRUARY 1985 


REQUEST FOR MOD ASSISTANCE WITH REMOVAL OF EXOCET 
FROM FELLOWSHIP L 

1. The MOD have been asked by the British agents of the Greek 
owned Liberian registered 118,000 ton tanker Fellowship L to remove 
an unexploded Exocet missile from the ship. The Fellowship L was 
attacked by the Iraqis 50 miles south of Kharg and is now lying off 
the UAE. It is loaded with 230,000 tons of oil. 

2. MOD Intelligence Staff are very keen to obtain the Exocet 
(believed to be a new type also in service with Argentina). Mr 
Stanley is being asked to approve the operation. 

3. MOD asked for quick FCO advice. After consulting the Legal 
Adviser, we have told MOD that we see no objection to the operation 
from the point of view of our relations with any of the States that 
might be involved. The Iraqis can hardly object to the removal of a 
missile which they have fired at an innocent vessel (the missile 
probably now belongs to the Greek owners of the tanker). The Gulf 
States would no doubt welcome the removal of the hazard represented 
by this vessel. MOD are pursuing the following points: 

(a) The need for a clear request for assistance from the 
owners and charterers of the vessel; 

(b) Indemnity in the event of damage caused by MOD personnel 
(or in the event of an explosion); 

(c) That there is no appreciable risk that the explosion of 
the missile could cause serious oil pollution. 

r 4 * M ?° Officials are aware of the need to seek permission from the 

UAE authorities to enter their territorial waters to carry out the 
operation. They will do this through the Defence Attache who will 
be asked to tell HM Ambassador that the FCO have been consulted. 


A S Collins 

Middle East Department 
W96 233 5182 


SECRET 












1 


.M 


VZCZCDF A 159 HH 
00 RBDwDFA 

DE RBDWC 5312 0461946 
ZNY SSSSS 

0 ft 151930Z FEB 85 
FM MODUK 

TO RBDWDFG/Bfi IT DEFAT ABU DHABI 
INFO RBDWDFA/FCO LONDON 
BT 


NNMN 



SECRET N 

SIC ZAC/LDQ/UHF ^ 

FOR DA FROM SEC(0)(C). SUBJECT RN EOD ASSISTANCE TO FELLOWSHIP L. 

1. FELLOWSHIP L IS GREEK OWNED TANKER UNDERSTOOD TO PE MOORED 
OFF KHAWR FAKKEN WITH UNEXPLODED IRAQI MISSILE IN CARGO TANK. 
SHIPS AGENTS HAVE SOUCHT UK ASSISTANCE TO PCMOVE MISSILE. 

IN VIEW OF POTENTIAL INTELLIGENCE VALUE DEFENCE MINISTER HAS 
PROVISIONALLY AGREED TO DESPATCH OF 5 MAN RN EOD TEAM. 

2. ONE OF THE CONDITIONS IS THAT WE SHOULD ENSURE THE UAE 
AUTHORITIES HAVE NO OBJECTIONS. WE WOULD NOT WISH TO APPEAR TO 
BE DOING THIS FOR OTHER THAN SAFETY REASONS SO UAE AUTHORITIES 
SHOULD NOT 3E TOLD OF INTELLIGENCE INTEREST. 

3. UNLESS AMBASSADOR SEES OBJECTIONS GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD SEEK 
URGENT CLEARANCE OF APPROPRIATE UAE AUTHORITIES* 

A. TO ARRIVAL OF TEAM IN DUBAI AND 


PAGE 2 RBDWC 5312 SECRET 

B. REMOVAL OF MISSILE WHEN SHIP IS IN UAE TERRITORIAL WATERS. 
EXPLOSIVE MATERIAL WILL BE KEPT OUT OF UAE TERRITORY. 

4. THEY ARE PLANNING TO FLY CIVIL AIR TO DUBAI TO LINK UP WITH 
ARMILLA PATROL HELICOPTERS TO TAKE THEM TO JOIN THE FELLOWSHIP L. 
INTENTION IS TO LEAVE SATURDAY GULF AIR FLIGHT TO DUBAI, UAE 
RESPONSE IS THEREFORE REQUIRED SOONEST AS THEY CANNOT LEAVE 
WITHOUT HAVING RECEIVED THE CLEARANCE OF DUBAI. 

5. REQUEST YOU INCLUDE SIC LDQ AND ADDRESS MODUK NAVY IN YR 
REPLY. 

SUGGEST YOU CONSIDER DIPCLCAP ASPECTS FOR HELICOPTER COLLECTION 
FROM DUBAI 
BT 
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1 . On 12 February I called on Dr Jasim Mohammad Abdul Ghani, 
my regular contact in the GCC Department of the MFA. My call 
was prompted in part by the current serialisation in Al-Khaleej 
newspaper of a book entitled "Iraq and Iran: Years of Crisis" 
under his name or that of a namesake. 

2. He confirmed he was the author. The book (published by 
Croom Helm) is based on his US doctorate, was finished in 1983 
and attempts, in his words, to set the present conflict in its 
historical context and to draw conclusions about likely future 
developments in both countries and in the region as a whole. 

3. Dr Jasim (who strikes me as a highly intelligent, 
sophisticated and scholarly observer) gave me a run through of 
his views. He traced the conflict back at least as far as the 
conflict between the Ottomans and the Safavids in the 16th 
century. The present rulers of both Iran and Iraq were doing 
no more than follow the same external policy impulses in favour 
of the same broad national interests that all their 
predecessors had. It was the same old play on the same old 
stage. 

A. If there was a difference it was in the personality of the 
protagonists. The Shah and his father had shownnothing but 
contempt for Shi'a religious sensitivities. But the whole 
history of Iran showed the power of Shi'ismSafavids' 
adoption of Shi'ism as the national faith, which had a clear 
political dimension, had struck a deep chord inside the 
country: it accentuated national pride and the difference 
between Persians and other Muslims. Historically, although 
some of the Shi'ite 'ulema had taught that it was religiously 
correct to tolerate illegitimate secular governments, yet all 
popular movements in Iran ultimately derived their strength 
from a specifically'Shi'ite mobilising of dissent. Khomeini 
had harnessed this spectacularly by presenting himself, by 
manipulation of his position not as the senior Ayatollah but as 
the most uncompromising of them and by his conception of the 
vilayat al-fiqh, as the vice-regent of the Imam al-Makhfi. 

5 . The success of the Iranian revolution had undoubtedly 
given all Shi'a a boost to their self-confidence (though how 
much was naturally hard to quantify). However, there were 


/limits 
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limits to Khomeini's personal ascendancy. It was true that 
every Ghi'i held a small image of Karbala in his heart: but 
when it had come to the crunch Iraqi and Iranian ohi'is had 
divided on national not on religious lines. Khomeini might 
not recognise this but his revolution vias not as exportable 
as he thought. 

6. Dr Jasim agreed when I suggested that just as economic 
and social pressures hod been part of the reason for the 
Shah's fall, so they might in the end contribute to the 
discrediting of the mullahs. He said that, in nis view, 
this was why the present Iranian regime saw foreign devils 
everywhere: it kept the minds of the populace off bread and 
the army at the front. But perpetual revolution could last 
only so long: while Khomeini was alive and saw the war with 
Iraq as a personal duel with the forces of evil represented 
by Saddam Hussein, he expected the war to continue, albeit 
at a lower level than before. But when Khomeini died (which 
he admitted might not be for some time yet) an.adjustment 
bot internally and externally to a position within the 
regional order would have to take place. 

7. I enquired about GCC mediation efforts. Dr Jasim said 
he did not believe that these would work. They had had no 
effect on Khomeini's or Rafsanjani's intransigence in the 
past and he could see no openings at present. The. war in a 
sense was a function of Iran's internal situation: when that 
changed, there was a chance of external accommodation. 


Comment 


8. Dr Jalsim's views, while not perhaps startling in the 
broader context, are worth recording because he is one of 
the few officials in the MPA that I have met who has the 
capacity even to focus on let alone analyse these problems. 
It*is obviously good for the KFA that they have someone of 
this calibre working for them and it.is good that he is 
concerned with such an important issue for the UAL and the 
region as a whole. Obviously it is open to question how 
much effect he would have on policy formulation in his area 
biit if, as I suspect, the UAE's only policy on Iran is to 
have no policy, then this does not matter very much. It 
would be even more significant if he was the precursor of 
other educated and intelligent young men returning to 
government service in the UAE: I hope he is but fear he is 
not. 



13 February 1983 


H G Hogger 
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